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The purpose of this study is to check literacy from illustrated fairy
tales completed through the fairy tale creation program for youth of
multi-cultural families and to explore multi-cultural literacy experienced
in the everyday lives of youth of multi-cultural families through
in-depth interviews. In the fairy tale creation program that was held
for five years targeting youth of multi-cultural families at the G City
Multi-Cultural Family Support Center, multi-cultural family youth
experienced illustrated fairy tale creation activities utilizing storytelling
based on cultural arts education distinguished from existing
multi-cultural education. By participating in the program, illustrated
fairy tales were completed based on the inner self-identity of youth of
multi-cultural families. This study focused on verifying the literacy of
multi-cultural family youth that appeared in the illustrated fairy tale

- 214 -



and attempted to investigate multi-cultural literacy through in-depth
interviews with youth of multi-cultural families who participated in the
illustrated fairy tale creation program.

Two research problems were set to achieve such research goals.

First, how does the literacy appear in the illustrated fairy tales of
multi-cultural family youth who participated in the illustrated fairy tale
creation program?

Second, what is the multi-cultural literacy experienced in the
everyday life of multi-cultural family youth after participating in the
illustrated fairy tale creation program?

The constitutional and executive meanings of the illustrated fairy tale
creation program were verified focusing on the two research problems,
and the outcome, which were the illustrated fairy tales and contents of
in-depth interviews, were selected as the core of the research.

For this, this study attempted to identify the literacy of multi-cultural
family youth who participated in the illustrated fairy tale creation
program based on qualitative case-study methods. The program for
research was the ‘Improve Thoughts, Improve Dreams’ program held
for five years by the Multi-Cultural Family Support Center in G City.
The research subjects were divided into two categories. First, 11 out of
38 pieces from seven illustrated fairy tale books subject to analysis
were selected as the final pieces for the study. Second, the research
participants were five youth from multi-cultural families between the
ages of 14 and 16. Data was collected through materials related to the
program, the completed illustrated fairy tale book, and in-depth
interviews. Since IRB approval on August 20, 2018, data related to the
program and data needed for work analysis activities were collected
and then analyzed. In-depth interviews that aimed at collecting data on
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youth of multi-cultural families were held on five research participants
from January 10 to January 29, 2019.

First, this study investigated the theoretical discussions on
multi-cultural education to analyze the educational meaning that
appeared while pursuing the illustrated fairy tale creation program for
youth of multi-cultural families. It also aimed at analyzing literacy that
appeared in illustrated fairy tales and in-depth interviews based on the
theoretical studies for youth of multi-cultural families.

In the case of educational programs targeting multi-cultural family
youth, education focused on narrowing the language and knowledge
gap. Among the education targeting multi-cultural family youth, the
cultural arts education sector was limited, and there were also
insufficiencies on the understanding and education for establishing
multi-cultural identities. Therefore, the need for new educational
programs targeting youth of multi-cultural youth that can supplement
this surfaced. The illustrated fairy tale creation program offered by the
Multi-Cultural Family Support Center of G City is worth examining as it
offered the opportunity for multi-cultural family youth to express
multi-cultural identity and literacy through the creative activities of
storytelling, and that it contributed to multi-cultural identity, sensibility
between cultures, and development as global citizens. The research
results for the two research problems set in this study can be
summarized as follows.

First, illustrated fairy tale books completed by youth of multi-cultural
families were analyzed. In order to analyze the literacy that appeared
in the illustrated fairy tales, six storytelling components were subdivided
into 12 sub-analysis factors. In ‘analysis of personality created by the
author’ , concerns on the ego as a Korean or a person of multiple
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cultures and the ego that reached puberty were confirmed. In
‘meaning discovered in subjects of empathy’ , concerns on meeting
and coexistence through personal experiences on differences and
discrimination were found. In ‘thoughts and emotions hidden inside
metaphors’ , the desire for sense of belonging and recognition through
multi-cultural acceptance and communication were found. In
‘cause-effect relations in the narrative structure’ , thoughts about
conflicts of multi-cultural experience and its resolution were found. In
‘world experienced by the author’ , the meaning of multi-cultures
from the perspective of others who were observers were deduced,
while in the ‘confirmation of relations’ , meanings on expanding the
individual amidst a multi-cultural society were found. The literacy of
youth from multi-cultural families found in illustrated fairy tales
included personal experiences and introspection on the acceptance of
two cultures, and it displayed internal growth of overcoming internal
confusion and conflicts and creating their own world view.

Second, the contents of in-depth interviews of youth from
multi-cultural families were analyzed. In order to analyze the
multi-cultural literacy of multi-cultural family youth that appeared
in-depth interviews, six sub-categories were set based on personal,
social and global experiences. In  ‘multi-cultural identity from the
perspective of personal literacy’ , understanding on the identity of
others discovered in the relationship with others and traces of
agonizing over the discovery of the self were discovered. In
‘inter-cultural sensibility from the perspective of social literacy’ ,
changes in awareness to understand and accept differences in
communication with others based on consensus were found. In ‘global

citizenship from the perspective of global literacy’ , it could be found
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that they were overcoming the multi-cultural limitations and were
expanding their own world view and practicing the existence of
diversity. youth of multi-cultural families displayed positive literacy of
accepting various cultures and values in the course of establishing their
own identities and world views, and while adapting to society. They
also exhibited needs for social expansion of multi-cultural literacy to
reach out to the world by perceiving culture not as a tool for
differentiation and discrimination, but for coexistence, and through
positive communication and relationship-setting.

This study analyzed literacy through illustrated fairy tale books by
multi-cultural family youth and in-depth interviews for those who
participated in the illustrate fairy tale creation program. The study
showed that they are developing into members of sustainable and
mature multi-national society and as global citizens by positively
accepting and communicating with their selves and society. It was
found that educational programs based on cultural arts such as the
illustrative fairy tale creation program should be expanded to offer
more educational opportunities for youth of multi-cultural families to
express their literacy and a need for change in perception by the
general society on multi-cultural literacy. Based on the study results,
this study emphasizes the need to provide various educational
alternatives for youth of multi-cultural families to overcome the
limitations of existing multi-cultural education and to establish the
identity of multi-cultural family youth and create a new world view.
Furthermore, multi-cultural education should expand to multi-cultural
literacy education targeting not just members of multi-cultural families,
but to everyone. Ultimately, education targeting multi-cultural family
youth should aim at cultivating youth of multi-cultural families into
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global talents based on mutual culture understanding education. Planning
and development should be performed for integrated and alternative
multi-cultural education to realize this. In addition, education should be
expanded, while also providing policy and financial support, as well as
social efforts to change the perspective on multi-cultural families for

members of our society.
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