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Abstract

Research on Career Activities of Vietnamese
Graduate School Students of Natural Sciences

and Engineering in South Korea

Su Kyoung Kim

Dept. of Multicultural Education
The Graduate School

Inha University

Supervisor Prof. Young Soon Kim

This study used a qualitative research method to describe career activities
of Vietnamese students of natural sciences and engineering. Especially,
students of natural sciences and engineering were examined as they have
relatively less linguistic limitations as they use English terminology.

For the research, 10 Vietnamese students at a Korean university were
interviewed, regarding their plan after graduation, activities for those plans,
and difficulties they experience in the process.

The analysis led to the following results:

First, the students plan to work as a lecturer or researcher at a university
in their home country; work for a company or Korean company related to
their major; or start up a company related to their major. Most of the

students preferred researcher as a profession.
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In addition, their future direction was divided into: returning home, staying
in Korea, and moving. These categories were divided into personal factors
as family relation, relationship with other people, and language skill
improvement; and environmental factors as employment in Vietnam,
professional environment, and language barrier.

Second, career activities of Vietnamese students were focus on study and
research, work experience related to the major; and information collection.
They wanted to have better qualification by studying in Korea; achieve good
research results or gain work experience by working for a Korean company.

Third, difficulties involved with career activities in Korea included language
barrier, limited information, and lack of intention to stay. Especially, These
students were thought to have less linguistic limitations as they use
professional terminology in English.

In conclusion, the subjects thought of studying in Korea as part of the
process to find a better job in Vietnam. Considering that many students of
natural sciences and engineering from developing countries settle down in
foreign countries like the US where they studied, Vietnamese students in

Korea wanted to return to their home country and acted as a bridge.

Key words: international students, Vietnamese international students, science
and engineering students, international student career, international students’

career activities.
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AT A A

Explanation on the Research

AUl Ax Astdistn GEHuSAF AR AEFYUT Ax 24
ERoR “FT 43 WEY oA U Az BEFC| wa) AFHuA G
g, sl ey o) g A fstdel Addl dalA ojw Aze A, omA 2
22 FolsteAd UM AHRE Fd Soluad Futh B AT AR £
2 s A A0S YolEAW PARAFUT B AR £H WS e
BA(ATER T R 29 o= AgHA 2o e wggU

Hello. My name is Su Kyoung Kim, and I am studying for master’s degree in
multicultural education. I chose to research ‘Career Activities of Vietnamese
Graduate School Students of Natural Sciences and Engineering in South Korea’
as my thesis. I would like to conduct an interview to find out what Vietnamese
students who are studying natural sciences and engineering in Korea think
about their future career and how they are preparing for it. I would appreciate
if you could take your time for me to collect data for this study. The data
collected for this study will not be used for any other purposes than academic

purposes(research paper or publication) and remain confidential.

*

Researcher: Su Kyoung Kim

* Phone number:

*

E-mail:

3

Academic advisor: Young Soon Kim
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<HE 2> AT o] FoA

A7 ol FA

Consent Form

wole sty GEHNEAT 453 ol FARE BT K WET of
A e A2 FE 9 A% WA ARD ddA Felsts Ao o 5
JFUL AFFYAZIE Belo] Folshs AFAY WL F& BHOE A
FHATER T2 GPR 59 Fwel o A9 Son, 4 Ag Ay
Bl B £F WY L Ay Weel WY F4 52 289 A8F 04
AzA el Bt wARTE A Ug ARe sgow, AT el FIEY

I hereby agree to participating in the in-depth interview for the research titled
“Career Activities of Vietnamese Graduate School Students of Natural Sciences
and Engineering in South Korea“ conducted by Su Kyoung Kim, a student of
multicultural education at Inha University. I was explained that the in-depth
interview, in which I agreed to take part, will be used for academic purposes
and that rights as an interviewee, relating to privacy, anonymity, and

confidentiality of the interviewees and interview contents will be protected.

* Name:
* Phone number:
E-mail: (Official)
(Frequently used)
Address: (Korea)
(Home Country)

*

3

Date 2013.

Signature
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A7s4A 7z A&

(Eng)
Name (Kor) Gender M/F
(Viet)
A . . Marital .
ge ( ) ( year: month: ) status Y /N (Year:
Current (Univ.) (Major)
institution | (Company) (Department)
Gender Name Age job
11 M/F
Sibling 2| M/F
3| M/ F
4| M/ F
Period of | 1. ( ().~ ). (). / Nation:
studying | 2. ( . ). ~ ( ). (). / Nation:
abroad 3. Jal ). ~ ). (). / Nation:
. . [ IProtestant [Catholic [JBuddhism [lConfucianism
Religion [ INo religion [Etc.
Education [JElementary [JSecondary [JHigher [University(2/3/4)
[JGraduate school( Master / Doctor)
[JElementary [JSecondary [[JHigher [JUniversity(2/3/4)
(Father) [JGraduate school( Master/Doctor)
Paren_ts
education (Mother) [JElementary [JSecondary [JHigher [JUniversity(2/3/4)
[JGraduate school( Master/Doctor)
Parents (Father)
occupation | (Mother)
Monthly
income Won/month
(Tuition) Won/semester
Costs (Living cost) Won/month

How did you cover the necessary expenses when you study?
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