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ABSTRACT

A Case Study on Cultural Mediation Experience
of Multicultural Understanding Instructors

for Married Migrant Women

Soonhye Kim

Directed by Prof. Youngsoon Kim
Department of Mulicultural Education
The Graduate School of INHA University

Today, the global village is rapidly changing into a multicultural society
where  multiracial and  multiculturalism  coexist as  globalization,
informationization and diversification are accelerating.

As the internationalization and globalization of immigration became common,
the number of migrants in Korea began to increase in earnest since the
1990s, and our society has already entered a multicultural society with the
change in the composition of our population.

In our society, awareness improvement and multicultural sensibilities
education that respects cultural diversity is required, and it is urgent to
resolve social prejudice and discrimination against multicultural families and
revitalize multicultural education to respect cultural diversity.

Marriage migrant women, as intermediaries and communicators between
Koreans and migrants, are suitable for reinforcing not only the adaptation
of migrants but also the receptivity and multicultural capacity of the

Koreans. Therefore, it is necessary to use marriage migrant women who
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have completed the multicultural understanding education instructor training
program as instructors to resolve discrimination and prejudice against
multicultural families in Korean society, and to provide opportunities for
marriage migrant women to promote their own culture to the local
community and actively participate in the role of multicultural sensitivity
and cultural matchmaker to lead an independent life.

In response, this study was intended to examine the implications of the
experience of multicultural understanding instructors of married migrant
women using human and cultural resources as a medium of multicultural
social integration in Korean society through qualitative case studies on what
it means and how it affects the understanding of Korean -culture and
changes in the perception of local culture.

The research results are as follows.

First, research participants participated in the multicultural understanding
instructor training course for economic help and self-esteem as an
instructor for multicultural understanding, but there are no systematic
education programs such as differences in educational hours and overlapping
educational contents by institution. In addition, many instructors give up in
the middle because they are not connected to actual educational activities
after the instructor training course. This is judged to be due to problems in
the education system and the lack of an instructor system. To compensate
for these problems, it is necessary to develop a unified curriculum while
considering regional characteristics and to establish a teacher management
system and a network of instructors that can conduct educational activities
in a stable manner.

Second, in order to improve multicultural awareness in Korean society, the
standards for support personnel in charge of multicultural understanding

education are not clearly defined and there is no system in place to
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supplement the individual’s insufficient capabilities. In addition to the
increasingly expanding multicultural education, multicultural understanding
instructors will also have more staff. Therefore, in order to reinforce the
acceptance of other cultures and multicultural competencies in Korean
society, it is necessary to establish corresponding specialized education and
national qualification system.

Third, the participants experienced that discrimination and neglect still exist
in Korean society, and thus, they are reducing the need for multicultural
understanding education to improve multicultural awareness across society.
Therefore, it is necessary to develop a multicultural understanding education
program for adults as well as education on multicultural sensibilities and receptivity
suitable for students’ eyes. In addition, in order to increase the efficiency of
multicultural understanding education, specific measures are required for
multicultural understanding instructors to participate in education continuously and
organically, not one-off classes.

Fourth, it was confirmed that multicultural understanding instructors have
developed pride and patriotism in their own culture through their
experience in culture and have a positive influence on understanding
Korean culture and accepting other cultures. Therefore, it is believed that
systematic cultural education based on cultural sensitivity is necessary to
help multicultural education instructors change their own cultural
perceptions and understand other cultures and to make them actively take
charge of mediating the cultures of the two countries as cultural
intermediaries.

If individual multicultural understanding instructors cultivate sincerity about
culture and continue to provide systematic education for the growth of
cultural capabilities, it can be expected that they will be able to perform
more meaningful activities as members of a dignified society and as cultural

intermediaries for mutual cultural understanding.
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