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Abstract

Navigating Children’ s Education of ‘Multicultural’ Families: An
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Children and their Mothers in Korea
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This Thesis conducted an exploratory study on educational experience of secondary
school-aged children and their mothers in Korea. Semi-structured in-depth interview
were conducted with 12 families(12 mothers and 7 adolescents). With deepening
Neo-liberalism in Korea, education for children became complex and competitive
continuously so that class reproduction is perpetuated. This study adopted the
theoretical perspective from sociology of education and family emphasizing the crucial
role of ‘Mothering” for analyzing Korean education and society, and its
embeddedness. Moreover, it used Bourdieu’ s contention to the relation between social
position and class reproduction strategies for interpreting the experience of participants.

This thesis found that the mothering of ‘Multicultural’ mothers was constructed
mainly by their practical sense(Sens pratigue) formed through childhood experience
before migration. Henceforth, this mothering was reconstructed through their
experience of Korean education, and the existence of ‘Cultural guide’ . The
mothering differentiated into 3 types. ‘Expansion” and ‘Maintenance’ types of
mothering emerged depending on the difference experience of Korean education,

‘Transformation’ types occurred by the influence of ‘Cultural guide’ . The school
experience of the adolescents was differentiated into along with the type of their
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mother’ s mothering. However, they have difficulty in dealing with schoolwork and
career management in common because of difference between their mothering and
the ‘Mothering” that Neo-liberalistic Korea society forces.

‘Multicultural> mothers constructed their mothering depending on their practical
sense. These mothering were different with Korea ‘Manager mothers’ that engage
in their children’ s education deliberately and systematically from early years.

However, their mothering has been differentiate in 3 ways facing Korean education
reality differently along with diverse capitals of family they can mobilize for
education, and ‘Cultural guide’ mothers met during live in Korea.

First, in the ‘Expansion’ of practical sense, mothers maintained their practical
sense in the aspect of educational value, but actively engage in children’ s education.
Second, in the ‘Maintenance’ of practical sense, mothers keep their practical sense
not only in the aspect of educational value, but also educational practice. Third, in the

‘Transformation’ of practical sense, mothers accepted ‘rules of games’ suggested
by Korean ‘cultural guide’ who is significant other for participant mothers.

Even though some ‘Multicultural” mothers have changed their practical sense
over time, the adolescent of ‘Multicultural’ family lagged behind other Korean
adolescent in the field of study and educational transition due to the Korean education
context that using private education is fundamental and it” s starting point become
earlier. it is for not only ‘Maintenance” case adolescent that suffer from
socio-economic constraint, but also ‘Expansion’ case adolescent that can afford a
educational competition in Korea. In the ‘Transformation” case, adolescent
complained about their mother’ s effort to micro-mange their study as like other

‘Korean’ students.

This study suggest that ‘mothering” of these mothers have been constructed in
diverse trajectories, but influenced by practical sense based on social position in
homeland before migration. The experience of children in Korean education have been
shaped in the shadow of ‘mothering’ contrary to Korean ‘Manager mother’ .
However, it is restrictive for taxonomical description to use 12 family cases.
Particularly, because only 7 adolescent participated directly in this study, it has risk of
over-generalization more than description of mother side. Henceforward, the

expanded-size study is necessary to overcome the limitation of this thesis.
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