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van Manen(1944)° w2 3] eha] A4t MAILte] A HolA 7
go] oulE gttt ol Ay dAlste = AES Ak dJ 0]
Mele] Molsirt F838Fttar Eh(Geanellos, 2000). wpela <lzke] e o
Sk AFE Sl AT A= Aol e owuE gAsy] {9

3
A id s 2l del sl VEde Ae HolMoF dtkLopez & Willis,
2004). &, AATA AdYHE ol&4 Jgnt: Asty Al 7]x3he]
(munhall, 2012) 917t A& 9] 71<%(description)ell th3+ A4S T 43 9
nE gelma sk ARH, VEA AT e Aokl AYS A&y
O Al oguE xgste] &, S A4 2dE BE Ve
2 3HOmery, 1983; A" % 20034 AQ1L). Folrncie 44 o
7o 5L AAY AdAANA AlAetes otk AgAA= ddAE
AAA B=(dxd, dAubgdaA, dol&A)e] AAZA, 1 qtllA Addsh= AR
o

A
g ow o4 w, JiRle] FEHS AT Fed

ot
i&

I Al E ZEA etedl o] ®th(van Manen, 1994). 3t #4384
AT BETA e AR s S EAY o E At =T EA o
= A=A gQlaoF gth(van Manen, 2017a).
van Manenfﬂ 'EH‘—IQLE. Adet A2 A AFe E- "AT, AEA
SHAQl RbAd, A sk AsHA )l 22719 Ul THA Es
o= ?Hﬂ‘ﬂ O‘*H, 53] 2227] dAHS Fxdo=A FA el sk
B AAC "l 2 e Vs $Hch(van Manen, 1994). Z+7}o)
GAES TR AT AFAA Aol obyE, 4 dAnY s8H o
2 HAo] o] FojHt). o] gt van Manen®| #AeHA A A
= 4l 7HHE FEst AR dES 1194 = Yepd v
2 van Manen, 1990: 70-74; 217% <], 2005: 250-251).
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Instructors of unification education go through a unique experience of
interculturality. The purpose of this study is to identify implications of
the interculturality they encounter in the course of their collaboration.
This study started from an attempt to uncover the essence of the unique
experience of these instructors from South Korea and North Korea
respectively, and to figure out the implications that interculturality and
intercultural education carry. For this, two thesis subjects have been
determined; First, what exactly do the instructors of Inter-Korean
unification education experience in the line of their job while
collaborating with each other? Second, what kind of role does the
significance of interculturality and intercultural education play in their
collaboration?

Vis—a-vis other unification education programs by various institutes,

At-School Unification Education Program is carried out by one of each
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South Korean and North Korean instructor, as a two-person team effort.
However, qualitative studies on its significance and the instructors’
collaborating experience have rarely done so far. In the reality where
two Koreas face a variety of conflicts arising from differences in their
cultures, experiences, and perceptions, there is greater need for efforts
that understanding between two Koreas be established. An intercultural
approach 1s required in this matter since the aforementioned efforts
should be made in a manner where both Koreas engage with each other
with mutual respect and regard so they can coexist in the future
forward.

Interculturality can be defined dynamic interactions and relationships
among individuals from different cultures taking place on the basis of
mutual tolerance and pluralistic worldviews. So there lies the philosophy
of Otherness in the base of intercultural education where interculturality
1s heavily valued. Engaging with others from a intercultural perspective
1s to recognize others as being different and separate beings from
oneself and at the same time being aware that others are entities
standing equally as oneself. This study utilizes interpretive hermeneutic
phenomenology, set forth by Max van Manen, to analyze how the
intercultural educational point of view represents itself in collaboration
efforts by the instructors of unification education. This methodology
helps to look at the depth of human experiences and to better
understand them. Also, by allowing to focus on various aspects of human
existence, it leads to identify a phenomenon, which has been taken for
granted and therefore not reflected properly, in a richer and fuller
context.

The researcher utilized snowball sampling in choosing research
participants of six eye-level instructors from South Korea and seven

instructors defected from North Korea, all of whom came f{rom
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recommendations of experts in the field. The key criterion in selecting
each instructor was their forwardness in illustrating and expressing their
experiences and opinions and the four-or-more vyears of field
experience as an instructor of At—School Unification Education Program.
Research data were collected through in—-depth interviews and participant
observation, as well as literary and art works of the relevant subjects,
as proposed by van Manen, in order to enhance insight and
understanding of human experiences. The period of data collection spans
from November of 2019 to August of 2020.

The study remains faithful to the methodology of van Manen’s
hermeneutic phenomenology and analyzes the data, focusing on the
essence of the instructors’ collaborating experiences. Upon analyzing the
collected data, these experiences have then been categorized into van
Manen’s four lifeworld existentials based on the characteristics of their
essence. Under the category of Lived body, we explore the subjects of
resonance, a collaborating body as one, and wrinkles of long separation.
As for Lived time, the study focuses on the time when the past is
encountered, the present when communication is attempted, and the
future experience of unified Korea. With Lived space, we discuss the
third horizon as another, and the path to collaboration. Lastly under
Lived human relations, the study examines the following topics: a
virtuous cycle of mutual respect and consideration, apart but together,
and, complaints and journey to find the alternatives.

The study carries on further examination into these four topics
through phenomenological reflection to grasp their meanings in terms of
intercultural education which is conducted based on the criteria of
perception, attitude, and activity. What has been deduced in the area of
“understanding collaboration with others” is understanding others, making

work process aimed at collaboration, perceiving the connected Lived
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Body, and acknowledging inter—subjectivity. In the area of willingness to
reflect and communicate, the study has found meanings of
self-reflection, efforts to communicate, willingness to overcome conflicts,
weighing on interactions. As for living in intercultural coexistence, the
meanings discovered are intercultural competency, ability to resist
prejudice, living in solidarity, and aiming for coexistence.

Based on the results of this study, four recommendations have been
made herein. First, At-School Unification Education Program will see
strong improvements through implementation of intercultural educational
methods for instructors. Second, more emphasis should be put on
collaboration works of instructors from both South and North Korea
carried out in Institute for Unification Education, in terms of its
educational implications. Third, proper syllabi which include specific
roles, contents, and aims of each instructor and their lectures should be
created. Fourth, intercultural prospective should be applied to peace and
unification environment of Korean Peninsula.

This study carries significance in that it is the first attempt at
analyzing and exploring the unique experiences of Inter-Korean
unification instructors by means of van Manen's hermeneutic
phenomenology, thereby broadening the spectrum of understanding of
their experiences. In addition, it is aimed at serving as fundamental data
for studies of society—and-community level unification of two Koreas
since it offers in—-depth understanding of interculturality. It is fair to
expect that intercultural viewpoints will play a great role in establishing
understanding between people of two Koreas and in advancing the level
of relationship between South and North Korea. It can further be
suggested that this study will offer practical guidance to be utilized in
the field, and will be a good asset data for future studies on similar

cases.
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However, it should be noted that what these thirteen participants have
experienced are not the representative data for every and each
instructor of At-School Unification Education Program. That is why this
study also suggests that there be follow—up studies that take up a

variety of approaches to a wider range of instructors of the program.
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