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F Abstracty

A Study on the Factors Affecting Multicultural Sensitivity

in Early childhood Teachers

Korean society is gradually becoming a multicultural society. As the
number of infants and children of multicultural families increase, the roles
of early childhood education institutions and teachers in charge of
education and child care have been emphasized. Through modeling, the
early childhood teachers provide the classroom with the experience and
perspective of how it is right to respond to prejudiced behavior on
cultural diversity, and they also influences the effectiveness of
multicultural education as the teaching is being conducted. Given the role
of these teachers, it can be assumed that multicultural sensitivity of early
childhood teachers in an important factor that can soon determine the
content and quality of multicultural education for children. The purpose of
this study is to examine the factors affecting multicultural sensitivity of
early childhood teachers who are educating children in the field. For this,
this study examined the influence of the personal characteristics of early
childhood teachers, multicultural contact and education experiences, and
the impact of multicultural education-related experiences on multicultural
sensitivities. At the same time, this study also examined how
multicultural sensitivity is encouraged for preschool teachers and how

multicultural education is performed in Korea.
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The study used a survey method via questionnaire for 300 infants and
daycare teachers working in kindergartens in Gyeonggi Province. The
Multicultural Sensitivity Scale was developed by Chen and Starosta
(2000) and used by Kim Ok-soon (2008a), and the sub-factor consisted
of interaction participation, respect for cultural differences, interaction
itself, and interaction awareness.

The research results are as follows. First, ‘Respect for cultural
difference’ which measures the degree to which one respects other
cultures showed the highest score (4.91), followed by ‘enjoyment of
interaction’ (4.79) which measures the degree to which one enjoys
interacting with people from different cultures. The third highest
sub-concept of multicultural sensitivity was ‘participation in interaction’
(4.15) which measures the degree to which one participates in the
interaction with people from different cultures, followed by ‘confidence in
interaction’ (3.52) which measures the degree to which one feels confident
when interacting with people from other cultures. The lowest sub-concept
of multicultural sensitivity was ‘attention to interaction/ interaction alert’
(3.29) which measure the degree to which one pays attention to others
when interacting with people from different cultures. The average score
was 4.13, which is not a relatively high level. Second, the impact of the
personal characteristics of infant teachers on multicultural sensitivities is
as follows. Factors influencing 'participation in interaction’ that measure
the degree of participation in interactions with individuals with different
cultures have an explanatory power in the order of, contact and
experience factors > personal factors > education and training. 'Respect

of cultural difference’ refers to the degree to which an individual respects
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his or her own culture. 'Confidence in interaction’, which measure the
individual’s confidence in interacting with people from different cultures,
expressed their influence in the order of, personal factors > contact and
experience factors > education and training factors > personal factors.
And to measure whether an individual enjoys interacting with people
from different cultures, ‘enjoyment of interaction’ has the following
explanatory power; personal factors > contact and experience factors >
educational and training factors. ‘Attention to interaction/ interaction
alert’, which refers to the degree of attention one person pays to an
individual in another culture in interacting with an individual in another
culture, appears to have influence in the order of; contact and experience
factors > personal factors > educational and training factors. In sum,
factors affecting the multi—cultural sensitivities of infant teachers were
found to be @ contact and experience factors, @ personal factors, Q)
education and training factors.

Based on the findings of this study, the researcher suggested the
following: First, it is important to point out that the current education for
preschool teachers lacks an in-depth multicultural knowledge which is
essential in improving the multicultural sensitivity of preschool teachers.
Given the fact that the students are infants and toddlers of multicultural
families, providing in—-depth courses and seminars on multiculturalism as
well as the concept of diversity is critical in order to improve the
multicultural competency of the early childhood educators. Second, even
though there are some courses on multicultural education in early
childhood education, they are superficial and cannot provide specific and

concrete, professional approaches to teaching children from multicultural
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families. Therefore, it is urgent to develop a multicultural program or
curriculum suitable for early childhood education in order to improve the
level of multi—cultural sensitivities of the early childhood teachers. Third,
specific manuals should be developed and distributed to enhance the
multicultural experience of early childhood teachers. The multicultural
experience of am early childhood teacher who fits our situation will not
only carry out the efficient practice of multicultural education for infants,
but will also provide the foundation for a comprehensive education for
infants that can encompass cultural relativism. Therefore, it is necessary
to organize a curriculum that includes understanding various materials
and cultural diversity that can stimulate curiosity among prospective early
childhood teachers about the new culture. In addition, if a prospective
early childhood teacher is given a variety of experiences and experiences
such as contact opportunities and volunteer experiences with foreigners,
he or she will be able to enhance the ability of multicultural teachers to
teach multicultural classes. Fourth, it is urgent to develop a program to
foster communication skills of early childhood teachers. If early childhood
teachers respect diverse cultures and actively enjoy interacting with them,
they will not only be able to communicate effectively in a variety of
cultural contexts, but also be able to respond appropriately in the event
of conflict. This supports that teachers’ perception of cultural differences
1s in fact reflected in the teaching system, and the more -cultural
experience there is, the more capacity will be strengthened for learning

various different cultures.

Key words : multicultural sensitivity, multicultural sensitivity measures,
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preschool teachers, multicultural education, children from

multicultural families
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