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2) Hopx=xete] 54
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T2 Aue fASH T w8y, 2F7HAC wF AFY YES
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A oy AF=o] obd A3e yetE Frbeke Aol Axlva k3l
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In this paper, the significance of the returning migration of Overseas
Koreans was examined, and the characteristics of Ethnic Koreans were
identified by analyzing the overseas residence and stay status of Ethnic
Koreans returning to Korea. In addition, related laws and major policies
were analyzed according to the period to understand the changes in the
Overseas Korean policy and the problems of the current system,
focusing on the returning of Ethnic Koreans. The purpose of this study
is to explore practical policy improvement directions that can be applied
to the policy of returning Ethnic Koreans to Korea by utilizing the
results of national policies, institutions, and domestic policy studies
through problem analysis.

In order to study the returning of migration, it is necessary to first
look at the concept and research trend of diaspora. The meaning of
diaspora, which originated in Greek, originally meant “spread” , but

over time, it is used as an expression that encompasses communities and
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places where communities stayed. The study of the diaspora began by
dealing with the dissolution and return of the Jewish people of Israel.
Unlike the early diaspora, as the world entered the global era in the
late 1980s, the diaspora community began to make rational choices with
transnational national networks. Their migration has increased according
to the motivation of each individual or community, not one-way
phenomenon from one place to another, and among them, “return
migration” is drawing attention. They refer to cases where they leave
their ethnic origin and reside in another country and return to their
ancestral country, not only coming for economic opportunities but also
characterized by ethnic connectivity with their home countries.

In line with this trend, the number of Ethnic Koreans moving back
and forth in Korea began to increase. Currently, there are 4.81 million
Ethnic Koreans scattered around the world, and more than 800,000
Ethnic Koreans residing in Korea. This phenomenon has continued to
increase since the 1990s, and most Ethnic Koreans have citizenship in
China and CIS countries and are relatively high in age.

Despite the fact that a large number of Ethnic Koreans are returning
to Korea, Korean laws do not recognize the right to return. In Israel,
the representative country of the diaspora, the Return Act; has been
enacted to guarantee the right to return Jewish Koreans who have
citizenship in foreign countries, encourage them to return, and not only
government agencies but also private institutions are generously
supporting them. China, one of the countries with many overseas
citizenship or citizenship, has enacted the TAct on the Protection of the
Rights of Return to Religion;, its enforcement ordinances, and
regulations to support Chinese with foreign nationality both internally
and externally. Korea also does not recognize the right to return under

Korean laws and does not encourage returning in policy, even though a
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large number of Ethnic Koreans are returning to Korea.

Chapter III analyzes the changes in laws and major policies related to
the return of Korean Ethnic Koreans by three periods, and examines the
reasons for supporting them through the history of Ethnic Koreans, the
characteristics of Ethnic Koreans, and the return policy of that period.
According to the analysis results, Chapter IV presented seven
improvement measures as follows, examining the problems of laws and
policies and the improvement direction reflecting the characteristics of
Ethnic Koreans.

The first is an amendment to the definition of Overseas Koreans. The
concept of Overseas Koreans was ambiguous, defined in different laws,
and as a solution, the meaning of Overseas Koreans was revised to be
defined in one law rather than in the two laws, or existing definitions
were deleted and new definitions of Overseas Koreans were newly
established.

The second is the abolition of discriminatory treatment between
countries of origin of Ethnic Koreans residing in Korea. Although many
of the Ethnic Koreans are from China and CIS countries, there is a
differential treatment from Ethnic Koreans from Western countries, and
this part was suggested as an improvement plan to expand Overseas
Koreans (F-4) visas.

Third, it is to prepare countermeasures against the increase in the
settlement phenomenon of Ethnic Koreans. With the implementation of
the industrial trainee system in the 1990s, they continue to reside in
Korea without returning to their country of origin even after
employment, and over time, many people gather as one place and live
as a residence. In response, alternatives were proposed to expand the
scope of permanent residency use by Ethnic Koreans or to lower the

age allowed for dual citizenship.
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Fourth, it is to come up with countermeasures against the increasing
number of elderly Ethnic Koreans. Looking at the age group of Ethnic
Koreans, there are many elderly and elderly people, and most of them
return to their home countries in middle and old age. The fact that the
age group is high is also directly related to employment and the care of
Ethnic Koreans, so a customized social security system is needed for
them, and visas and extension of stay for children of Ethnic Koreans
should be considered to support and care for them.

Fifth, understanding education related to compatriots should be
conducted for social integration between Koreans and Ethnic Koreans.
Contents that instill a negative perception of compatriots have been
produced in various media media, and not only this, but also the
phenomenon of ghettoization in densely populated foreign residential
areas causes discord between Ethnic Koreans and Koreans. Therefore,
improvement measures were proposed in the direction of improving
awareness of compatriots by using Korean literature contents or
mandatory understanding education or early adaptation programs of
government agencies.

The sixth is the expansion of support for the next generation of
Ethnic Koreans. In July 2019, with the revision of the Enforcement
Decree of the 'Overseas Koreans Acts, children of more than four
generations of Ethnic Koreans began to enter Korea. However, since
their status is foreigners, there are many blind spots in education, and
they are different from foreigners with other characteristics of Ethnic
Koreans, so customized education is needed. Therefore, it was suggested
that customized Korean language education and career education should
be provided for the next generation of Ethnic Koreans.

Finally, it is a reorganization of a dedicated organization related to the

administration of Overseas Koreans. The ministries in charge of laws and
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regulations related to Ethnic Koreans are largely divided into the
Ministry of Justice and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and the tasks of
each department are overlapped. In addition, since there are limited
problems with support organizations other than the Overseas Koreans
Foundation, efforts should be made to receive more specific and
practical policy protection through the establishment of the Overseas

Koreans Office and reorganization of work sharing.

Keywords: Returning Ethnic Koreans, Return Migration, Overseas

Koreans, Overseas Koreans’ s policy, Ethnic Koreans
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