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The purpose of this study is to provide a theoretical basis for intercultural
education for North Korean defector students and in turn expanding it to the
education for these students in general. This paper studied educational experiences of
elementary school teachers who are the most influential factor to the North Korean
defector students’ adaptation to school. Research problems are as follows: how those
elementary school teachers’ experiences are and the meaning of intercultural education
manifested in such experiences. To study these issues, teachers’ educational
experiences for North Korean defector students were analyzed from the perspective of
the intercultural education.

The research method is narrative inquiry. Five elementary school teachers were
selected for the study. The research was conducted by analyzing data collected from

in—depth interviews and guidance reports for defector students. For the analysis of
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the results, a comprehensive matrix analysis method was adopted: the time-centered
matrix analysis for teachers’ educational experience for defector students and the
topic - centered matrix analysis for the meaning of the intercultural education.

The study on the teachers’ educational experience found that teachers’ perception
toward defector students were changed and their commitment was strengthened. As
they learned more about defector students, their love, dedication, responsibility and
passion tended to become stronger. Furthermore, they showed a high level of
intercultural competence and started to reflect themselves and respect others. In the
practical aspect, they carried out the ethics of care in education which goes beyond
time, space and subject. In other words, they put their 'understanding and acceptance
of others’ into practice, which led to 'creating relationship via interaction’ and
envisioned achieving 'assimilation via cooperation and solidarity’.

To identify the intercultural educational implications of the educational experience
for defector students, I focused on otherness, interaction, and solidarity which are
main elements of the intercultural education.

First, the idea of 'otherness’ led to the subject 'opening toward us and others’.
The teachers in the study came to objectively see themselves through their
educational experience for defector students. Such self-recognition helped them
recognize the others through intellectual pursuits, enlightenment, and reflection, which,
In turn, they were able to understand, sympathize and accept the others, which
eventually resulted in 'opening toward the others’. Furthermore, the opening led to
respect the others, thereby, they embrace defector students as “our own”, started to
have or strengthened a sense of homogeneity and companionship.

Second, the idea of 'interaction’ was represented by 'relationship between us and
others’. Interactions were manifested in various forms depending on who the
educatees are. The teachers in the study supported defector students to develop
positive relationships through diverse interactions. It 1s meaningful that such
interactions eventually lay the groundwork for their social network.

Third, the idea of ’solidarity’ led to ’‘assimilation of us and others’. Unlike
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otherness and interaction, solidarity is considered the direction toward we need to
move rather than what appeared in the educational experience for defector students.
While activities concerning otherness and interaction were widely implemented at
school, solidarity was recognized as a task that needs to be addressed altogether.
Solidarity and assimilation are connected to the social integration that should be
achieved via education for defector students, taking one step further, to the goal of
the unification between South and North Korea.

The education for North Korean defector students should be recognized as our own
future issue instead of only their problem. Their settlement and assimilation will
serve as a barometer to assess the possibility of unification between South and North
Korea. Thus, our endeavors for successful adaptation of defector students will be the
preparational work for assimilation by minimizing potential turmoil and trial and
errors that our society might go through in the future. Hence, this study suggested
education should be oriented toward recognition, relationship and integration based on

intercultural education.
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