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ABSTRACT
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The purpose of this dissertation is to investigate awareness of a variety of is
sues relating to a multi—cultural society and multicultural education with eleme
ntary school principals, and suggest opinions and practices for the role of an el
ementary school principal and multicultural education policy for promoting mul
ticultural education in a Korean society.

This dissertation used a mixed method employing both qualitative and quant
itative approaches in order to investigate the elementary school principals’ awar
eness of multicultural education and multicultural education policy in the Inche
on district.

First, the survey was conducted for a quantitative research approach. The su
rvey was developed based on the previous studies, and constructed to understa
nd ‘awareness and efforts of multicultural education, needs for multicultural ed
ucation, goals of multicultural education, issues of multicultural education, and
plans for revitalizing multicultural education’.

Analysis of the survey shows that understanding the culture of other countri
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es by training or one—off experiences did not have significant impacts. Accordi
ng to demographic factors, awareness of multicultural education did not have s
ubstantial difference either. Awareness of multicultural education as well as und
erstanding of its objectives are not consistent with the goal of multicultural edu
cation for many school principals as it was rather on superficial level and man
y considered it as one—time activity. The findings indicate that approximately 5
0% of the elementary schools conduct multicultural education activities, and it
was found that there are difficulties to conduct policy on multicultural educatio
n because of lack of budget, lack of understanding of multicultural education
policy, and lack of interest in multicultural education. Especially, it was identifi
ed that the school principals might have less comprehensive understandings of
multicultural education, as well as insufficient external supports and low condit
ions for conducting multicultural education policy.

As Banks (2001) argues that the more people become aware of multiple cult
ures, the higher they have their own ability to respect and accept diverse cultu
res, it can be argued that it could be necessary to focus on school principals t
o understand their awareness, values, and attitudes about multicultural educatio
n in order to identify meaningful insights into the ways of conducting multicult
ural education.

Second, for a qualitative approach of understanding elementary school princi
pal’s awareness and practicing policy in multicultural education, in—depth interv
iews were conducted through field experiences at the school conducting multicu

ltural education in this dissertation.

The interviews were focused to investigate multicultural education—based imp
lementations, personalized supports on multicultural education, strengthening mu
Iticultural education for parents, as well as the operating status for improving
understandings of multicultural education. The findings indicate that even thoug

h a variety of events related to multiculturalism have been conducted to develo
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p students’ appropriate values and attitudes towards a multicultural society, the
re were few events for general students, while most events were designed for o
nly multicultural families, and it was limited for each school and multicultural
family to constantly participate in the events and programs. In addition, elemen
tary schools had a hard time for budget preparation, and associating competen
cies of students from multicultural families with the training for global talented

was much limited.

This dissertation confirms that an elementary school principal could play an
important role in multicultural education. An elementary school principal shoul
d be involved in developing more comprehensive multicultural education that ¢
an accurately reflect the situation and look forward to changing the perception
of the school and ensuring more useful practices for multicultural education. M
oreover, they should lead to transform their school as a multicultural communi

ty in which diverse cultures could coexist.
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