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Abstract

The Impact of Social Networks of
North Korean Refugees on Their Residence Choice:

The case of Gyeonggi-Do

Jungho Chot

Ph. D. Dissertation

Directed by Prof. Sunmee Park
Dept. of Multicultural Education

Inha University
February, 2015

The aim of this research 1s to study why and how North Korean Refugees in South
Korea choose their residential locations. In order to answer these questions, this
dissertation focuses on the social networks of North Korean refugees and their impact
on the choice of residential locations More specifically, the dissertation examines the
changing patterns of the residential area distribution of North Korean Refugees over
time by using data from 2006 to 2012, and investigates the impact of the general
characteristics of social networks in the settlement of North Korean Refugees on their

migration decisions.
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Four major findings are summarized as follows. First, North Korean Refugees began
to set up their residence in major downtowns as Bucheon, Seongnam and Suwon by
2006 and over time, they were specifically concentrated in the heavy residential areas
such as Hwaseong, Ansan, and Pyeongtaek, which are the Southwestern part of
Gyeonggi-Do since 2012. Second, the social networks and housing are the factors
significantly affect their residential choice. The housing means the government provision
of public rental housing which is substantial amount of benefits for them. Third, the
social networks were initially based on their kinship and ethnic relationship but over
time they were expanded to the Korean communities. Forth, the impact of social
networks on their residential choice was different from region to region. In the case of
Goyang, the network based on kinship played the major role, while in the case of
Ansan, the role of social networks with Chinese was enormous, and in the case of
Pyeongtaek, the role of the networks with Koreans was critical.

In sum, the social networks of the North Korean Refugees played a significant role in
their choice of residential locations. In order to help them to achieve more successful
settlement, however, the government and society of South Korea should create diverse

opportunities for them to establish social networks with Korean communities.

Key words: North Korean Refiigees, Social Networks, Migration, Residence Choice,
Mixed methods Research
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