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Abstract

A Semiotic Analysis of Multicultural Contents
in <Ernest & Celestine>

Hong, Eu—-Na

Major in Multicultural Education
Department of Multicultural Studies

The Graduate School of In-Ha University
In-Cheon, Korea

Korea is believed to have already entered multicultural society by
quantitative figure, but prejudice and discrimination against ‘multiculture’
in Korean society and various types of maladjustment that members of
multicultural family go through are still considered as a problem in
multicultural society of Korea. This being as a barrier to the social
integration that multicultural society is pursuing for, constant examination
and effort to resolve such problem are needed for Korean society to
transform into a healthy multicultural society not only in quantitative
figure but in qualitative aspect as well.

Therefore, this study started from qualitative introspection on
multicultural society of Korea and focused on the role of media in
multicultural society. The role of media is being emphasized in modern
society for its communication ability in socialization aspect, and
specially, importance of media gets highlighted in multicultural society
where mutual communication based on understanding and sympathy is
important above all else. Therefore, the role of media is being
emphasized recently as an alternative solution to change into a
multicultural society in qualitative aspect, and the role of media is being
emphasized in multicultural education as well that even the term ‘media

education for multiculture’ was created.
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However, there are inadequate related teaching materials compare to
the utility of media in terms of multicultural education. Therefore,
research and development of high quality appropriate media for
multicultural education is required, and this study intends to develop
media teaching medias that can be used in the multicultural education
field.

To this end, this study selected a certain media that exists in our
society today to analyze the contents from multicultural aspect and
suggest as a teaching material that can be used in multicultural
education.

Movie, a visual media that is most popular, accessible, and arouses
immersion and emotional sense easily among various media sources, was
selected as a subject of this study, and selected an animation <Ernest &
Celestine> in particular.

The research problems is “what multicultural content is contained in
an animation film <Ernest & Celestine>”, and conducted semiotic
analysis method that allows more systematic and in—depth analysis as an
analysis method of this research problem. Analyzing film in a semiotic
approach signifies changing film of entertainment media that people
simply appreciate and enjoy into an object of meaning that contains
numerous social meaning. In other words, the purpose of this study is to
suggest the film as a teaching material that can be used in multicultural
education field by changing the film into an object of meaning that
contains various messages and reinterpreting it from multicultural
education perspective.

The analysis was conducted in total 3 sessions. First, narrative
structure according to the sequence of film was analyzed in the 1°
integration analysis, and investigated the central subject that penetrates
the entire film. The 2™ paradigmatic analysis investigated symbolic
devices and inherent hidden messages in the movie concretely by
character analysis, movement analysis, deixis analysis, and symbol
analysis. In 3™ discourse analysis, this study investigated hidden
messages behind linguistic symbols based on the discourse contents of
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characters, and whereas the 1% and 2™ analysis focused on the contents
of film, the 3™ analysis paid focus on figuring out social critical meaning
in a broader view.

Based on the analysis results, the researcher categorized a message in
the film into 5 big topics by connecting the message with multicultural
society. The first is a matter of prejudice, the second is a matter of
social responsibility, the third i1s of identity, the fourth is diversity
between and within group, and the fifth is a matter of coexistence, and
suggested the researcher’s perspective on each topic more specifically
in conclusion.

According to the analysis result, the entire or part of film can be used
in multicultural education appropriately according to the topic and
purpose of education, and can be used as a teaching material that
teachers and learners can discuss and reflect on together. However,
there is a limitation in the analysis contents because the standard and
contents can vary according to the perspective and capability of the
researcher. However, the significance of this study is that it has looked
back on messages of media that can be easily disregarded in
overflowing media sources in our society, and has illuminated its
essential meaning and the educational possibility of media in multicultural

socilety.
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