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A Qualitative Study on the Ethnic Identity through
the Refugee Community

Park, Mi Suk* - Kim, Young Soon**

Abstract_The purpose of this study is to explore how refugees maintain and
newly form ethnic identity as they form and live in communities in order to
adapt to various areas after moving to Korean society. For this study, in-depth
interviews were conducted with eight refugees living together in the refugee
community in Korea, and the ethnic identity of them was divided into religious,
cultural, and social aspects. The analysis showed that, first of all, in religious
terms, refugees living together in the community had moved to Korea because
of religion, so they tried to maintain ethnic identity through religion. Second,
on the cultural side, the family used their native language, taught their children
their native language, and tried to protect their native language. Finally, from a
social point of view, they were living helping and cooperating with each other to
adapt to Korean society, sharing various information as well as educating their

children through the community.

Keywords_Refugee Community, Ethnic Identity, Religion, Language and Life,

Society
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