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Exploring the Multicultural Trends of Korean Proverbs

Eunhie Chae*

Abstract: The purpose of this study is to explore the content of Korean proverbs that contains
multiculturalism. To do this, we first selected three Korean proverbs and searched proverbs
based on the defined multicultural character. A total of 29 proverbs were found in the proverb
dictionary, and 18 proverbs were finally found when using the peer exmination method. In the
survey using the peer examination method, the proverb that got the most votes is ‘Water
looks the same but looks different.” This corresponds to 9.2% of the total. The conclusions
of this study are as follows. First, in Korean proverbs, multiculturalism was very limited.
Second, diversity was found in interpreting proverbs. However, in this study, we hope to use
18 Korean proverbs as a tool for Korean and cultural education for foreigners, and to use
them as a priori materials for dealing with the Intercultural Sensitivity of Koreans.

Key Words: Multicultural, Multicultural Education, Intercultural Sensitivity, Korean Proverb,
Characteristics of the Proverb
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