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Abstract

A Phenomenological Study of the Unification NPO Activists'
Experience in German Unification Training

Taehoon Kim & Youngsoon Kim

The purpose of this study is to analyze the meaning of the experiences of
activists of unification civic groups who participated in the German unification
training under the theme of '30 years of unification, building Korean NPO
capabilities beyond German civil society experiences'. Until now, the research of
unified civic groups has been focused on research on policy proposals and
activities, and research on the experiences of activists is hard to find. For the
maturity of the civil society in Korean society and the advancement of the
unification movement, a study is needed to analyze what kind of experiences they
had and what the essence of the meaning was through training in which civil
society activists in the progressive-conservative domain participated.

Data were collected through in-depth interviews with 8 people, half of all
activists who participated in the training. Based on van Manen's hermeneutical
phenomenology research method, the meaning of the German unification training
experience was analyzed based on four entities (spatiality, temporality, physicality,
and relationality). As a result of the analysis, 12 sub-themes were derived.
According to the four entities, the difference and the sense of distance between
Germany and Korea, and the time of division are the opportunity for unification
preparation, empowerment, and the necessity of networking. The essential theme
was derived. The phenomenological implications of these experiences, as well as
policy and academic suggestions were presented. This study will be used as basic
data for the future cooperation and network of unified civil society activists as well
as policy data for future unification training plans.

* Key Words: German unification, training experience, unified civic groups,
activists, phenomenological research
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