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Example 1: Volcanoes (Grades 4-5 Text Complexity Band

Excerpt

In early times, no one knew how volcanoes formed or why they spouted red-hot molten rock. In
modern times, scientists began to study volcanoes. They still don’t know all the answers, but they
know much about how a volcano works|

Our planet made up of many layers of rock. The top layers of solid rock are called the crust. Deep
beneath the crust is the mantle, where it is so hot that some rock melts. The melted, or molten,
rock is called magma.

Volcanoes are formed when magma pushes its way up through the crack in Earth’s crust. This is
called a volcanic eruption. When magma pours forth on the surface, it is called lava

Simon, Seymour. Volcanoes. New York: HarperCollins, 2006. (2006)

Of the Tier Two words, among the most important to the overall meaning of the excerpt is layers. An understanding
of the word layers is necessary both to visualize the structure of the crust (“the top layers of solid rock are called the
crust”) and to grasp the notion of the planet being composed of layers, of which the crust and the mantle are upper-
most. Perhaps equally important are the word spouted and the phrase pours forth; an understanding of each of these
is needed to visualize the action of a volcano. The same could be said of the word surface. Both layers and surface
are likely to reappear in middle and high school academic texts in both literal and figurative contexts (“this would

seem plausible on the surface”; “this story has layers of meaning™, which would justify more intensive instruction in
them in grades 4-5

Tier Three words often repeat; in this excerpt, all of the Tier Three words except mantle and lava appear at least twice
Volcano(es) appears four times—five if volcanic is counted. As is also typical with Tier Three words, the text provides
the reader with generous support in determining meaning, including explicit definitions (e.g., “the melted, or molten,
rock is called magma") and repetition and overlapping sentences (e.g., . . . called the crust. Deep beneath the crust . . .)
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Think, Talk, and Write

O Vocabulary Dangerous radiation from Prefixes A prefix is a syllable or syilables added to the
: ; beginning of 2 S i > anc
the Sun is blocked by in Earth's ginning of a word to change its meaning or to make another
e word. Knowing how to use word parts to figure out the meanir g
atmosphere. of an unfamiliar word helps you understand what you read. For
example, the prefix re- means “again” or “back.”

€) Main Idea and Details List three ways
you can conserve freshwater.
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Abstract

Theoretical and Practical Challenges for
Vocabulary Curriculum and Development Direction
of Vocabulary Curriculum

Shin Myungsun
(Inha University)

This paper has examined the possibilities and limitations of
vocabulary curriculum for improving disciplinary literacy, focusing
on how they can be realized in the curriculum. Representative
vocabulary items for improving disciplinary literacy can be seen as
academic vocabulary and technical vocabulary. And suggesting a
vocabulary list or vocabulary group by grade group or school
(elementary/secondary/high school, etc.) is asked. For example,
"Emotional vocabulary can be handled in the 3 grade”, and "logical
relation vocabulary in the 6 grade”. In order to present educational
content in this manner, more practical further discussions for
concrete practice must follow.

However, before further discussion, this aspect is somewhat
controversial, and consensus itself is not easy. This is because
various disagreements may exist. Therefore, a more full-fledged
theoretical and practical discussion about it must be accomplished,
forming a consensus about the necessity and exploring the possibility.

The discussion in this paper can be evaluated as part of that.

Key Words: disciplinary literacy, vocabulary curriculum,

Korean curriculum, academic vocabulary, technical vocabulary,
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