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(Goethe University of Frankfurt)

GOETHE
Research on migration in Europe uNI e

* Research on undocumented migration in the Euro-
Mediterranean region

* European migrant crisis (2015)

Syria, Afganistan, Nigeria, Iraq, Eritrea, Balkans
Germany (1,4 mio), France (276,340), Italy (239,455)
« War and refugees

- 1,1 mio from Ukraina to Germany 2022

- Migration flows in Germany

2.7 mio arrived, 1.2 departure, 1.5 mio net migration

- Contribution to population growth in Germany since 2014




GOETHE
UNIVERSITA

FREANKFURT AM MAJ

—

E_uropean Migrant Crisis 2015

GOETHE é

UNIVERSITA

FREANKFURT AM MAJ

* Conceptualising Refugees & migrants

- Refugee, asylm seeker, forced migrant

- the ‘migration-asylum nexus’ or ‘mixed migration’

- Recent refugees/migrants from Syria, Africa, Ukraina




GOETHE
Research on public perception on migration crisis MLy

- Anxiety around Muslim immigration
- Political parties: AFD, Liberty GB
- Far-right anti-immigration group: Pegida, Britain First

- Anti-racist advocacy group: Hope not Hate
NGO rescue vessels = See shepherd, Hellenic Rescue Team etc.

GOETHE @

Borders in Europe LM

* Schengen zone

* Boarder regime

- legal/illegal border crossings
- boarder control & closure

- ‘no borders’ advocates
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Debates on the term “transit migration”

The flexibility and ambiguity of the term
* “transit migration” to EU members

-> the perceived need to be seen to control undocumented
migration across the EU’s external border (Collyer 2014:16)

UNIVERSITA

Criticism on transit migration

1) ‘Transit’ is applied not just to migrants themselves,
-> a category of practices in which they are engaged
and regions where they are to be found

* ‘Transit migration’ = as a confused political construction of
dubious scientific value.

- Eg. labour migration, education migration, marriage migration

* The term “transit migration” as useful in reference to a
migratory phenomenon

10102023 Yenson Afin =
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UNIVERSITA

Criticism on transit migration

2) Euro-centrism
- Transit within European spaces

* EU frontier countries, transit state : Hungary, Turkey, Greece,
Italy, Portugal, Spain

- As a buffer against illegal migrants and asylum seekers
travelling West.

- to pass through Hungarian Eastern boader into Western Europe
* Non-European cases

- North Korean through China to South Korea

- Africans in Egypt & Moroco

10402023 Yonson Afin 8

Transit migration in Europe sorran §0

UNIVERSITA

RANKFURT AM MA1

3) “Stranded” migrants (Collyer 2014:17)

- unable to continue, unable or unwilling to return and often
facing considerable hardships just to remain where they are.

0102023 Yonsan Afin e




GOETHE d

Recent reflection on migration research MLy

* Predominantly focused on receiving countries
- integration, migration management, policy

* Works on smugglers, migrants, refugees, human rights
experts, police and politicians

* Migrants’ mobilities

GOETHE @

Research on refugee inclusion LM

* Liberal discourse:
-the new migrant as a useful and adaptable worker

- the logic of victimization

- state infrastructure that manage the inclusion of refugees into
the labour market




Recent literature on refugees’ agency c,omeé

UNIVERSITA

FRANKFURT AM MAL

* Refugee-refugee relations

- refugees as active providers of support and solidarity
- refugees as creators of networks and shared spaces
- Migrant Solidarity Network

» the agency of refugees is highlighted

—>within wider macro-social structures based on ideologies,
religion, class, gender, or ethnicity

* An emerging view of migration

- as a creative force within economic and social structures
beyond the duality between the new economics of migration
versus humanitarianism.

GOETHE @

Other researchs on migration in Europe UNIVERSISh

1) Migration and health

- Migrants’ mental and physical health

- Migrants as a source of desease

- AIDS, TB (Visa application)

2) Changed patterns of migration during the pandemic
- boader closure

- Strong decline in external migration

- The COVID pandemic and discrimination against Asian diaspora
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Migration flows (2017-2020) bbbyt
Migration across Germany's borders =
Thousands
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— Arrivals from abroad ~ — Departures to other countries [l Net migration

®u Statistisches Bundesamt (Destatis), 2023

Other researchs on migration in Europe

GOETHE @

UNIVERSITA

FRANKFURT AM MAL

2) Transnational aging & economic status

- as a care provision

- German pensioners in Eastern Europe, Thailand
3) Aging migrants

- aging former guest workers in Western Europe

- South Europeans in Germany, Scandinavian states
- return

- Korean multicultural families after retirement







